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Development of AfCFTA Strategy and Implementation Plan






This report documents the strategic plan for the implementation of the Africa Continental Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) by Nigeria following a diagnostic review of the prevailing trade ecosystem including the participants (traders and service providers), the regulating agencies, prevailing policies, and processes as well as the level of regional integration.
Results and findings of various relevant studies have been curated into an actionable strategic plan for the development of the products and service sectors in Nigeria, an efficient trade system and process, and a seamless implementation plan with easy monitoring and evaluation framework to aid the Federal Government of Nigeria as trading commences under AfCFTA and subsequently the phase II negotiations of the agreement.
 The recommendation also aims to chart a pathway for Nigeria to reap the anticipated benefits of AfCFTA, which comes largely via access to the vast African market, while mitigating the negative externalities of open trade on its local economy.
 This work was commissioned by the PDF Bridge Programme for use by the Beneficiaries, in particular, the Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade, and Investment as a key Policymaker on trade in Nigeria. It is expected that this report will provide current and actionable recommendations that will support the FMITI, NOTN, other Federal MDAs, States and private sector participants in the successful implementation of the AfCFTA and overall drive towards sustainable economic growth.
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  Southeast Regional Dialogue



    
  This dialogue explores the alternative ways to provide market access to the southeast business hubs from Aba through Onitsha. COVID19 has caused businesses to reimagine their trade value-chain working actively to diversify roles. This dialogue explores ways that new technologies can help bridge the gap between buyers, sellers, and manufacturers.
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  MSME Aggregation and Growth Study



    
  Micro Small and Medium-Scale Enterprises (MSMEs) are integral to the stimulation of developing economies as exploiting the full capabilities of MSMEs will improve trade competitiveness aimed towards achieving the objectives of the Africa Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). PDF Bridge Programme recognises the role that MSMEs can play in the implementation of the AfCFTA; and is supporting the National Action Committee of the AfCFTA Secretariat by funding this study.
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  Women and Cross Border Trade



    
  This study conducted by PDF with support from FCDO (formerly DFID) shows that women who engaged in cross border trade contribute to food security by trading food products from areas of surplus to areas of deficit. The paper reveals that depending on how this trade is organized, these women have the potential to contribute significantly to household earnings and resources. This empowers women by giving them financial independence and control of their own resources.
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  A Roundtable on the Export Expansion Grant



    
  Export Expansion Grant (EEG) was established under the Export Incentives and Miscellaneous Decrees of 1986 and amended into an Act in 1992 to accomplish the diversification agenda of the Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN). Other export support funds created under the same Act are the Export Development Fund (EDF) and Export Adjustment Scheme Fund (EASF). The funds have been repositioned in the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) of 2017-2020. The EEG is a post-shipment incentive scheme aimed to achieve three key objectives: (i) to enable exporters to expand their businesses more conveniently, (ii) make Nigeria’s non-oil export more competitive, and (iii) facilitate greater and faster foreign market penetration.

PDF II (now PDF Bridge)’s Trade Policy Workstream funded a study on “Analysis and Impact of the Export Expansion Grant on Export Potential, Market Access and Export Competitiveness in Nigeria”. This policy roundtable discussed the findings and recommendations from this study.
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  STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF NIGERIA’S TEXTILE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS



    
  This study focuses on the determination of the impact of Nigeria’s textiles import restriction. Specifically, the study describes the structure of the global and Nigeria’s textile industries as well as the global value chain, and the policy environment surrounding the industry in a global and national perspective. It was conducted in 2013 with support from FCDO (formerly DFID).
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